
 
Jag Family, 

 

These are unique times and challenges for all of us, but I have zero doubts in our students, staff, and community’s 

ability to get through this together because we all are BIA BABY!!! We are all about resiliency and that is THRIVING 

AMID ADVERSITY!!!  

 

The JHS Plan 

Our plan is not to overwhelm you or cause you any stress. The teachers and our students are well equipped to 

make this a great experience and not put any extra burden on parents…we want you to be informed and involved 

in your students education, but use this time to facilitate them growing and becoming more responsible for 

themselves. Please see the attached letter, as well as the Johnson High School Digital Learning Plan for your 

reference. Your child’s teacher will be reaching out to them to discuss the plans in detail and answer any questions 

they might have in the near future. This plan will begin on Monday, April 6th and continue each week until we 

return to campus. 

  

Devices/Technology 

Last week, every student was called by their 2nd Period teacher to survey if a device was needed. If you identified 

that your student needed a device, the district is preparing to loan devices to access the internet to students who 

need them at home. On Friday, April 3rd from 8:00am – Noon, we will be having device pick-up in the front of 

Johnson High School for those that were identified. This will be a drive-through pick up only and your student must 

be in the car with their school issued ID to receive the device. 

  

Class Meeting Requirements 

Please note on the JHS Distance Learning Plan posted on our website that “Office Hours” are scheduled later in the 

day to help best support the needs of our students. All content areas have a “priority time” to pull students or to 

conduct live sessions via Zoom or Google Meets, so that they do not overlap with other content areas. Monday’s 

and Wednesday’s are days where teachers can choose to hold live sessions for their classes if they choose to, but 

Tuesday’s and Thursday’s we don’t want students to be required to attend a “zoom/google meets” meeting unless 

a student requests their teachers time during their office hours. We understand it is not always realistic for your 

student to be sitting at a computer for four hours every day during office hours without other responsibilities 

conflicting. If your child finds another time is best to be available, please have them communicate that information 

to their teacher. If that works in the teachers schedule, then of course that can be done…Our teachers will 

communicate and post those times in their google classroom if it changes from the original schedule, so that it is 

accessible to the students and parents. We absolutely recognize the need for flexibility throughout this process 

and we are here to ensure you have a successful experience through it all! 

  

One thing that I do want to hit on and request you communicate with your student is the topic of appropriate use 

of the digital learning platform. Students might have a mindset that there are no consequences for poor choices, 

during this time of distance learning, because in their mind we are physically not in school. Please reiterate to your 

student that the Student Code of Conduct is still in effect when participating in their coursework online. Teachers 

will be utilizing a virtual platform to connect with students in small group settings and entire class settings at times 

and if a student does anything inappropriate during that time, the teacher will remove the student from the 

session and a referral will be written. Upon our return to campus, all discipline referrals will be handled like the 

situation occurred on campus. We have high expectations for our students and want to ensure that we continue to 

become better versions of ourselves each and every day. Our goal is to create resiliency in our students and this is 



 
a great time to assist us in building that in our first year together! Our teachers will continue to build those 

relationships, show the relevance in all that we are doing, and get our students to the highest level of rigor that is 

possible. We are on a mission here at JHS, and as a community, to be GAME CHANGERS in society! Let’s stay 

focused on that path from Good to GREAT!!! 

  

  

Grades 

We are still waiting on guidance from TEA and the District about the grading policy during this digital learning time 

period. We will communicate this plan once it is established. As for now, teachers and students are communicating 

regarding assignments students were missing prior to Spring Break.  Students can still submit that work for grade 

corrections. As mentioned earlier, for any assignment given after Spring Break, there will be no grade given until 

the policy is set in place. I want to assure you all that this decision will be driven to help students and not to 

penalize them. 

  

  

EOC/STAAR Testing 

With the Governor’s ruling on End of Course(EOC) tests, students that are passing an EOC-tested course at the end 

of this school year are exempt from taking the test and would not have to retest in December of 2020. This is an 

important decision because let’s say you are a Freshman and enrolled in Algebra 1, Biology, and English 1 and you 

have a passing grade in each of those courses, then you have now taken care of three EOC exam responsibilities, 

without having to take the actual exam. If you were a student and failing any of those courses, then you would be 

required to take that EOC in December of 2020. Therefore, we as a district, and a campus want to look at every 

student, examine where they are, and ensure they have opportunities to pass the course and aren’t penalized 

because of the effects of the current pandemic which has disrupted our normal setting. Again, there will be more 

information on this to come, but I ask that you reach out to me, if you have any questions or concerns.  

  

We will continue to keep you posted on any and all developments. Please take care of yourself and your 

family…We are here for you at JHS and we will all get through this TOGETHER! 

 

Brett Miksch 
Principal - Johnson High School 
Hays CISD 
(o) 512-268-8512 
 


